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SENIOR ART CLUB. 

This Club is open to any readers of the Review , either lady 
or gentleman. I he terms are 6 s. for six months. All work 
marked for exhibition is criticised by Mr. David Murray, A.R.A., 
on the yearly “Pupils’ Show Day,” in Miss Stewart Wood’s 
studio, Vine Court Studio, Holland Street, Kensington. All 
particulars of the Club can be obtained from Miss A. Y. 
Davidson, Secretary, 41, Bessborough Gardens, London, S.W. 


Winter Term, November, 
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Subjects for December. 

I. — Continuation of study of a bunch of grapes in a glass 
dish. 

II. — Cast drawing or painting. 

III. — Sketch in pencil of a good composition in landscape, 
to be done from sketches done by members during the 
summer. 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education. Ladies wishing to enter in January should apply 
at once for a form of entry. Next term begins January 15th. 

Parents' Review Scbooi.— lhe examination papers will be sent out for 
Monday, December 9th. 

Mothers' Education Course .— The examination papers will be sent 
out for Monday, December 2nd. Members wishing to postpone their 
examination are asked to communicate at once with the Secretary. 


PARENTS’ REVIEW SCHOOL. 
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thorough work into many home school-rooms, and^TTi^wT^ht 

Szzjrz. p°°' c rr niy d ° «“!«, «.« «.»„ 

l s ibst mV for 1 l W Sch °° l is a Preparation and not 

a substitute for the preparatory boys’ school, but girls may remain with 

advantage in the School until they are sixteen or seventeen. But the object 

°f the Parents Review School is not merely to raise the standard of work 

in the home schoolroom. Our chief wish is that the pupils of the School 

should find knowledge delightful in itself and for its own sake, without 

thought of marks, place, prize or other reward; that they should develop 

an intelligent curiosity about whatever is on the earth or in the heavens, 

about the past and the present. The children respond and take to their 

lessons with keen pleasure, if they get even tolerably good teaching, and 

the want of marks, companionship, or other stimulus is not felt in those 

home schoolrooms where the interest of knowledge is allowed free play. 

Certain means are adopted to secure this delight in knowledge : — 

(a) For every term there is a quite fresh programme, up-to-date as 
regards matters of public interest and the best books. 

(b) The children use a little library of lesson-books of literary value and 
lasting interest ; and we are constantly receiving letters expressing their 
delight in their books. It is a large part of education to handle good 
books, and we are always sorry when we hear of mothers wishing to dispose 
of books used in such and such a class ; the books set in the School are 
usually of a sort to be possessions for a lifetime. We congratulate our- 
selves on the sympathetic and generous attitude taken up by parents in 
this matter of books. Very few grudge the expense, and we believe that 
most parents of children in the Parents' Review School feel that it would 
be better to do without many things than without the best books, various 
books, and fresh books for the children's studies. As a matter of fact, the 
difference between educated and uneducated people is that the former 
know and love books ; the latter may have passed examinations. 

(c) We feel it desirable to obviate examination marks altogether; but it 
is necessary that parents should have some means of judging whether 
their children are or are not making satisfactory progress, and this 
information is best given by means of marks. But in order that there may 
be no undue pressure on the part of teachers, no eagerness on the part 
of the scholar to obtain marks to the neglect of interest in knowledge, 
the maximum marks are given, not to the best papers, but to papers 
shewing quite satisfactory progress for the age and class of the pupi . 
We find that boys, and girls too, take up the notion of working for places 
and marks readily enough when they go to other schools and we beg tha 
knowledge, for its own sake, may have a chance while they remain in 
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of independent study is very nation of work . 
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expect their chi g Nqw {he p are „ts' Review School is like all 

in their respective • ^ impossib i e for new children when they 

other schoo s in ^ ^ beginning 0 f every subject taught in that class ; 
jom a class k ^ Historica , and scientific subjects have only a 
"° r d °T beginning the important thing is that children should grip where 
they'ahght, should take hold of the subject with keen interest, and then 
n Time they will feel their own way backwards and forwards. Ihis is 
not true of all subjects-Euclid, English Grammar, Latin Grammar, and 
Arithmetic, for example-and in these there is always work for beginners 
on the programme. Where this does not meet the cases, parents or 
teachers are at liberty to set their own questions in the examination on 
any subject in which there is difficulty, and to give their own marks which 
are counted in the general total. By this means and by the overlapping 
of work in the transition from class to class, practical difficulties seem to 
be avoided ; and, for an unique organisation, the school works with 
great ease, thanks to the intelligent co-operation of parents and teachers. 


BOOKS. 

The Old Knowledge, by Stephen Gwynn (Macmillan, 6/-). Mr. Stephen 
Gwynn has written a charming novel. The story plays itself out in Donegal ; 
there is not much description, but you do not close the book without a 
certain tender intimacy with Donegal, and an intention to go there when 
next you are overdone with the fret and strain of life — to Margaret Coyle’s 
cottage for choice. She is a nice woman with a friendly soul, and the 
reader envies Millicent Carteret, the English girl who goes over to keep 
holiday and fish and paint. All that is unusual and Irish projects itself 
upon her thought, so to speak, unawares ; the soft grey days, the soft, easy- 
going Colonel Lisle, the soft, yet racy, 4< little ladies,” the salmon spate, 
the bog, the grey sea, the grey, inscrutable bee-expert — the passionate 
mystic who, as much as the soft greens and the soft greys, is an outcome 
and expression of Ireland as she is. We will not tell the story nor even 
intro uce Mr. trank Norman, except to say that it is good to read of 
an tne heroine, as to read the Apocrypha, “ for example of life and 
in th ,Ctl ° n 1° manners# We think Mr. Gywnn compasses a large intent 

fail JrpT i VV SUC ^ £ race ^ u ' ease an( * simplicity that those who run may 
tail to read all that is written. 
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in verse and prose and picture is always delightful. & ' 

The Boys Odyssey, by Walter Copland Perry (Macmillan 6 M Mr 
Perry states in his preface that “ The Boyd Odyssey, o^ina% ^ 
the amuspmpnt r^f mo : • , .. . _ 7 ® y 


Headmast f ‘ S ° n ’ " "° W published at «ie request of several 

Headmasters of preparatory schools.” The work is admirably done, being 

partly founded, we are told, on the “admirable translation of Messrs 
utcher and Lang.” I he most fascinating tale in the world is told with 
Homeric simplicity and directness, because, in truth, the language as well 
as the thought of the original has been carefully followed. We have the 
‘! ros y- fin gered dawn,” “ the wine-coloured sea,” “father, dear,” and many 
little turns of speech whose origin is to be found in the great epic. There 
is no attempt made to water down or explain, but the intelligence of the 
child reader is left to deal as it can with this most sustaining matter. The 
boy who gets this Christmas box will be imbued with the Homeric spirit, 
though he should never read Greek. 

Holidays and Happy Days , by Hamish Hendry (Grant Richards, 2/6). 
Ihis short account of some twenty-four of our old national holidays was a 
most happy thought— S. George’s Day, S. Andrew’s, S. Patrick’s, S. 
Swithin’s, All Fools’ Day, and many more are memorised, and a bright 
little account is given of the origin and history of each. Every intelligent 
child will like to know the origin of the Michaelmas Goose, S. Andrew’s 
Cross, Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. The pictures by Miss Florence 
Mason are charming. 

The Mandarin' s Kite , by G. E. Farrow (Pearson, 5/-), is delicious 
nonsense. There is Cyril Dean the son of the English ambassador in 
China, and there is Tsu-foo, and there are various Mandarins flying 
kites, and Tsu-foo and the English boy go up on a kite, up and up, 
among the stars and make acquaintance with Aquarias the Water-Bearer, 
and find him friendly and funny, with Pisces the Fisher (who talks of logic 
and the differential calculus), with Leo the Lion, and the rest. I hey 
have adventures altogether strange and delightful, and meet with many 
funny folk; and then, in the end, “I fear,” said the Englishman sadly, 
** that your hopes, my good Tsu, are not likely to be realised. Ihink, it is 
how long since our little sons disappeared,” and, before he could finish 
the sentence, Tsu-foo and Cyril were in their fathers’ arms. Mr. Wright’s 
pictures interpret the jokes as delightfully as ever. The picture where 
several signs of the Zodiac are shewn seated round a table carries a 

pleasant reminder of our old friend Alice . , 

The Olde Irishe Rimes of Barny O' Linn, illustrated by S. Rosumun 
Praeger (Macmillan, 2/6). Miss Praeger has added to the gaiety o 
Christmas for old and young. The drollery of the picture. 1. ' 

Every page is full of fine rattling, spontaneous fun ; every figuie alive with 

the very madness of mirth 

“Brian O’Linn had no hat for his head 
So he borrowed a pot from a neighbour instead — 

and .he air wiih which he lifts the pot by the handle to bow to the lad.es 

is not to be told in words. 


